Paris

prudent and he used language which was not at all that of a
diplomat. He said out loud before ten people, "I find that
the Sultan's position vis-a-vis his ministers is exactly the
same as our Emperor's at Berlin. Bulow wanted to get
him out of the way and has made him go off to Corfu."

I blushed and allowed myself to reply I had not got that
impression in Berlin, and the Emperor had only followed his
own inclinations in going off to an estate of which he appeared
to be very fond.

The Government here seem little preoccupied with the
East as they're so busy with home affairs. They are expecting
a railway strike and they say that Clemenceau is resolved to
exert all his energies without having any illusions about the
dangers which he may run. Pichon is also very alarmed,
the Bourse is falling and everywhere fear and anxiety are
felt. And with it all luxury is enormous and the unconcern
of the young people seems to me a further bad sign on top
of all the rest.

Paris, $oth April, 1909.

This poor deposed Sultan has been transported to Salonica
I expect more dead than alive and you will probably have
to look after him. I'm not sufficiently versed in the situation
in the East to be able to judge if they've acted wisely or not
in doing as they have, but I must say I am suffering in my
monarchical principles at seeing what is happening. All the
Powers more or less recognising the new Sultan after twenty-
four hours and indifferent Sovereigns amusing themselves !
This is a demoralising state of affairs which leads me to foresee
a sad future for our country in a very short time.

At Berlin things are going badly and financial reform finds
no agreement among our deputies. The Conservatives don't
want Succession Duties, the "Block" isn't working any
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